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Federation News

Welcome three new members! 
Ahoskie Regional Visitors Center
Museum shares a variety of local
history items. Preview the exhibits
with this video.
Friends of Russell Rosenwald
School celebrate the building's 100th anniversary this year.
Pictured at right, the building has been listed on the National
Historic Register since 2009.
Graham Historical Museum's varied collection items are
available for online browsing. Highlights include a pair of Civil
War-era wooden shoes made in a local factory and a copper still
found under a house.

National History Day still needs judges for the state contest at UNC
Greensboro on May 2. Email nchistoryday@dncr.nc.gov to volunteer.
Invitation to participate in Davie Farm Fest: This free community
event celebrates agriculture and “Giving Back to Our Communities.”
Historical sites, societies, and museums are invited to join by
demonstrating traditional farming methods and crafts and/or sharing
information about the region’s heritage. Participants may also bring
items for sale and materials to promote their sites. This year’s event
will be held September 18–19, 201 Poplar Street, Mocksville. Learn
more or sign up at daviefarmfest.org or contact Michelle Myers:
336-940-5774.
Invitation for community organizations to participate in a research
study about archival collaborations: Government and academic
archives and museums are increasingly interested in collaborating
with community archives to help preserve and manage community
archives’ records. There is evidence that community archives and
traditional archival institutions manage, use, and relate to archival
records differently and these differences may affect the relationship
dynamics during the collaborations. An ECU library science graduate
student invites paid or unpaid staff (18 years or older) from
a community archive who have worked collaboratively with a
traditional archival institution (government or academic) to complete
a brief survey asking about your experiences during the collaborative
project. To participate, click here to complete the survey. Please
direct any questions to Sarah West, wests08@students.ecu.edu. 
Do you know of a local history project worthy of recognition?
The Newsome Award now has a rolling deadline and members can
nominate their own deserving projects, as well as others in their
communities.

Member News

Pittsboro elected officials and members of the community gathered to celebrate the
groundbreaking of Lewis Freeman Park. Photo by Gene Galin.

Chatham County Historical Association has collaborated with the Town of
Pittsboro, Chatham County leaders, the Parks Advisory Board, and Grimsley
Hobbs of Hobbs Architects to establish the Lewis Freeman Park. Work on
this new green space in downtown Pittsboro began February 28th. The
park honors Lewis Freeman, a free Black man and one of Pittsboro’s earliest
and most successful settlers.

Transylvania Historical Society has made great progress on renovations to
the Allison-Deaver House, replacing the porch decking and rails. This was
made possible by private donations combined with support from the
county commissioners and the county tourism development authority to
meet a matching gift challenge of $150,000 from the Lastinger Family
Foundation. 

Preservation North Carolina joins the A250 commemoration by sharing
North Carolina stories as told through protected properties. Explore a
different historical theme each month through architecture at America 250
Across NC!

High Point Museum's newest exhibit, High Point Welcomes the World, is
open now through October 24. The exhibit explores the evolution of High
Point Market from its early 20th-century beginnings to the present
through photos, brochures, maps, ads, and materials. Learn about the
growth of downtown showrooms and the role of Globe Furniture and enjoy
a striking portable mural by local artist David Stanley, created for the
Market’s 2009 centennial. 

Charlotte Museum of History will open The American Revolution: The
Augmented Exhibition on April 14. Charlotte is the only venue for this five-
state exclusive. This groundbreaking exhibition combines cutting-edge
augmented reality technology with authentic artifacts to transport
participants directly into the Revolutionary War era.

Person County Museum of History has been
chosen as a 2026 Traveling Archivist Program
recipient! The TAP team will work with
Director Carrie Currie to arrange, describe,
and prepare the Nichols collection for
researcher access. Collection materials
include receipts, financial documents, social
ephemera, and other records. 

New Materials on DigitalNC:

Charlotte Mecklenburg Library added four yearbooks to a collection
of over 200 yearbooks from the Charlotte-Mecklenburg school
district.
Pine Knoll Shores History Committee contributed 12 recent issues of
The Shoreline newspaper.

Member Events:

April 3-5, N.C. Genealogical Society, Free Replay Weekend. Recorded
webinar with Ari Wilkins, "Myserious Relatives."
April 10, 7-10:30 p.m. Beaufort Historical Association, Spring Garden
Concert featuring Novos Caminhos, two highly acclaimed, dynamic
string virtuosos representing a new wave of Brazilian musicians.
Complementary wine, beer, bubbles, and mocktails are included with
concert pass tickets. For more information or to secure your tickets,
visit www.beauforthistoricsite.org or call the Welcome Center at 252-
728-5225.
April 9, 5-6:30 p.m. Orange County Historical Museum, United We
Stand, exhibit opening reception.
April 11, 1-4 p.m. Preservation NC, Isabelle Bowen Henderson Historic
Home and Garden Tour. Tickets: $17.50.
April 11-13, N.C. Museums Council Conference, Hidden Treasures: The
Unseen Work & Opportunities Within Museums. Greenville. Note:
registration has closed.
April 18, 9:30 a.m. Chatham County Historical Association, Between
the Lines Book Club meeting: Naked Genius by George Moses Horton. 
April 18, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Moore County Historical Association, Clenny
Creek Heritage Day. Free event featuring reenactments, food, music
plant sales.
April 19, 3-5 p.m., Spring Hope Museum exhibit opening reception,
From Stagecoach to Streamline
April 25, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Charlotte Museum of History, "Between
Two Sons: Daniel Boone during the American Revolution." Author
Randell Jones will discuss, In the  Footsteps of Daniel Boone. Tickets:
$25 (includes admission to American Revolution exhibit).
April 25, 2:30 p.m. & 4 p.m. Preservation Zebulon, Downtown History
Walk. Come for the history and stay to enjoy Spring Fest! Tickets: $10.
May 2, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. NC Military History Society, Annual
Symposium: The Revolution Begins.
May 2, 4:30-6 p.m. Friends of the Page-Walker, Afternoon Tea and
Talk, History Beneath Our Feet: Culinary, Medical, and Household
Herbs of the NC Piedmont. Tickets: $32.
May 3, noon-4 p.m., Friends of the Page-Walker host the 14th Annual
Herbfest in Cary. The festival will feature craft and herb booths,
activities, the Young Friends bake sale, and a must-see butterfly
release at 2:30 pm. Participants can visit the Anne Kratzer
Educational Herb Garden, the new children’s sensory garden, and the
pollinator garden. 
May 3, 4-6 p.m. Historic Turner House, 2nd Annual Tea Time with
local historian Carmen Cauthen at the Fruit of Labor Cultural Center.
Tickets: $35.
May 6, 7-8 p.m. N.C. Genealogical Society, free webinar, Records of
the Freedmen’s Bureau: A Universal Resource for North Carolina
Researchers. 
May 12, 6:30-8 p.m. Mecklenburg Historical Society, Charles
Cornwallis, Kings Mountain, & the Hornet’s Nest.
May 16, 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Preservation NC, Franklin County
Ramble. Tickets: $25.
May 17, 2-4 p.m. Garner History Museum, Red Hot Caboose Tea.
Tickets: $55 for members; $65 for non-members.

County Flag Challenge 1st Place winner for Halifax county, Kendal of Hobgood
Elementary

DNCR News

America 250 NC:

April 18, Two Lights for Tomorrow 2026. Shine two lights all night to
commemorate Paul Revere's and William Dawes' ride from Boston to
alert their fellow Patriots of British movement.
2,269 students across the state participated in the America 250 NC
County Flag challenge. Check out the winning entries!
Promote local history visitation by completing this online form to
recommend places, artifacts, or events—anything Revolutionary that
is tied to a place that people can visit. The team is creating a webpage
within america250.nc.gov as a robust directory.
Create your own America 250 NC promotional materials with free
logos and images.
The April America 250 NC Virtual Book Club meeting is on the 29th at
6 p.m. Come ready to discuss Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier.
Buncombe 250's Beyond the Liberty Tree project is now accepting
submissions until September 30.
Statewide cleanup: America 250 NC has partnered with the DNCR
Green Team and the North Carolina Aquariums to coordinate “North
Carolina the Beautiful,” a statewide cleanup initiative throughout
2026. Education and stewardship of our state’s natural resources are
core to the mission of the NC Department of Natural and Cultural
Resources - please join us in protecting the places we love for another
250 years and beyond. Register your cleanup event on our calendar
and check out our guide to hosting a clean up. Contact anne-
elisabeth.baker@dncr.nc.gov with questions. 

North Carolina Heritage Award Nominations are now open! Apply through
the NC Arts Council by May 4.

The State Library has rebranded as the Library of N.C.! 

DNCR Events:

April 2 & 16 3:30-4:30 p.m. Tryon Palace, Discovering Tryon Palace:
Caswell's Capital Tour. Tickets: $20 adults; $15 youths.
April 10-11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tryon Palace, Spring Heritage Plant Sale and
Spring Garden Lovers' Weekend. Free.
April 16, 6-8 p.m. Jennette's Pier, First Flight Society's Celebration of
Wilbur Wright's Birthday. Tickets: $50.
April 16, 7 p.m. NC Transportation Museum, Logistics of
Liberty. Discover how the Continental Army was supplied during the
American Revolution in this engaging talk on the challenges of moving
provisions across rough terrain using rivers, wagons, and draft
animals. Free with registration.
April 17, 6 p.m. Tryon Palace, Living on the Edge of Freedom:
Understanding the Struggle for Stability in a Precarious Balance. UNC
Professor Antwain Hunter will explore the fragile and uncertain
realities faced by African Americans navigating freedom. Ticketed
event.
April 20-25, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Lake Norman State Park, Earth Day Craft.
Free. 
April 22, noon-1 p.m. State Archives of North Carolina, New
Americans in North Carolina, virtual program. As part of America 250
NC's "When Are We US?" theme, State Archives staff will explore
records detailing a variety of groups coming to the state during the
twentieth century. Also learn about the “New Americans” oral history
project that captures the perspectives of newcomers with their own
voices. Free with registration.
April 25-26, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. NC Maritime Museum in Beaufort,
Introduction to Woodworking. Tickets: $200.
April 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. NC Zoo, Earth Day Activities. Included with
admission.
May 2, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Brunswick Town/Fort Anderson, Women of
Brunswick. Free.
May 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Library of N.C. and the State Archives,
Community Scanning Day, Bring family photographs, letters, and
historical documents to be digitized for free with staff assistance. All
participants will receive a USB drive with the created digital files.
Registration is required and will open the week of April 15. Contact
Taylor Wolford to pre-register.
May 14, 7 p.m. NC Transportation Museum, History of the Nissen
Wagon Works. Founded in 1834 by John Philip Nissen, Nissen Wagon
Works grew into one of the South’s largest wagon manufacturers,
producing up to 50 wagons a day at its peak. Originally located near
Waughtown in what is now Winston-Salem, the company played a
major role in North Carolina’s transportation and industrial history.
Historian Larry Neal will present in the museum’s Back Shop building
near the wagon exhibit. Free with registration. 

Free Webinars

April 6, 6-7 p.m. Backlog, Knowledge Management.  Capturing the
information people carry in their heads, organizing it, and making it
usable across an organization differs from archives and can often
be the precursor to a successful archival program. 
April 7, 3-4:30 p.m. Gilcrease Museum, Indigenous Collections Care
Speaker Series: Relationship Building and Consultation. Consultation
is at the core of culturally appropriate stewardship practices. This
roundtable discussion will explore the importance of relationship
building and the value of community engagement with collections.
April 8, 10-11 a.m. Indiana State Library, What's Up Wednesday - The
Teen Engagement Blueprint. Learn practical, beginner-friendly steps
to build effective teen outreach by connecting with schools, youth
organizations, and community partners to design outreach that meets
needs and teens where they are. 
April 9, 10-11 a.m., Partner Programs & Co-Op Opportunities, Visit NC
April 9-10, 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. National EMP Network, Museum
Workers Advocacy Day 2026: "Broadening Our Horizons"
brings cultural-sector workers to learn, connect, and advocate for the
field. The program includes 10 sessions on topics such as workplace
organizing, neurodivergent self-advocacy, community care, personal
branding, and staff visibility in public advocacy.
April 14, noon-1 p.m., Textile Preservation Tips And Tricks,
CCAHA. Learn proper methods for textile documentation, labelling,
terminology, preventative care, including storage, handling, and
common pests.
April 16, 2-3 p.m. Advanced Photo Preservation 101: Formats, Storage &
Salvage. Gaylord Archival. Recommended pre-requisite: Photo
Preservation 101 Webinar Recording.
April 23, 1-2 p.m., Implementing Seasonal Relative Humidity Set
Points. Image Permanence Institute. Seasonal relative humidity (RH)
set points offer a practical way to maintain preservation conditions
while responding to changes in outdoor climate. A case study of the
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art will show successful
management of seasonal RH set points in exhibition and collection
spaces.
April 23, 2-3 p.m. Celebrating with Collections: Last-Minute
Preservation Reminders for the 250th, NEDCC
May 5, 3-4:30 p.m. Gilcrease Museum, Indigenous Collections Care
Speaker Series: Use and Access of Collections. This roundtable
discussion will explore the complicated relationships between
museums, researchers, and Indigenous communities. Experts in the
field will share perspectives, success stories, and lessons learned. 

Conferences

April 13-14, American Association for State and Local History,
Workforce Summit: Strengthening the History Workforce, virtual.
April 16-18, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Garden Symposium,
virtual and in-person registration options.
May 28-29, Society of North Carolina Archivists/South Carolina
Archival Association Joint Conference Many Voices, Stronger
Archives: Advocacy through Community. UNC-Charlotte. 
May 31-June 4, Costume Society of America, 52nd Annual Meeting
and Symposium in Charlotte. With its rich textile heritage, thriving
fashion scene, and innovative textile recycling industry, Charlotte is
the perfect location for Re-Cycles of Dress. 
July 21-23, Visitor Studies Association, 2026 Annual Conference:
Expanding Your Visitor Studies Tooklit. Kansas City, MO.
Sept. 28-30, Southeastern Museums Conference: Forged in Culture -
Focused on the Future. Winston-Salem. 
Oct. 25-27, Preservation North Carolina Conference. High Point.
Session proposal deadline extended to April 15.

Grants

"N. Carolina Currency," April 2, 1776, photographic duplicate by Albert
Barden, N.53.15.1852,
State Archives of N.C.

Harold H. Bate Foundation grants fund projects in Craven, Pamlico,
and Jones Counties. Deadline: May 1.
National Trust for Historic Preservation's Hart Family Fund for small
towns provides $2,500-$15,000 as seed money for preservation
projects in towns with populations of 10,000 or less. Deadline: May 1.
National Endowment for the Humanities Collections
Stewardship grants provide up to $350,000 for a period of up to 3
years. All-sized institutions are welcome to apply and request the
grant amount suitable for their project. Deadline: May 11.
Covington Foundation provides grant funding for historic
preservation projects across the state of North Carolina. Deadline:
August 1.
Foundation for Advancement in Conservation Community Partnership
Grants pair conservators with collections needing basic care and
rehousing. Deadline: September 15.

Rolling Deadlines:

Cannon Foundation quarterly grants fund capital improvements or
equipment projects for organizations providing historic or
environmental preservation services in North Carolina.
T-Mobile Hometown Grants fund up to $50,000 for community
projects in towns with populations under 50,000.
NC Land and Water Fund land donation mini grants provide up to
$50,000 to cover costs associated with land donation and
stewardship. Nonprofits with properties where historic or cultural
events occurred are eligible for this service to conserve land in
perpetuity. Next quarterly deadline: April 15.
North Carolina Preservation Consortium and the North Carolina
Museums Council Disaster Relief Grants assist collecting institutions
affected by disasters. Applicants must be institutional members of
NCPC or NCMC and must be within the de-clared North Carolina
disaster areas as defined by FEMA or the Governor of N.C.
The Dudley Flood Center Youth-Led Mini Grants (up to $500) support
youth-driven projects that promote history, civic engagement, and
social justice within their communities. These grants encourage
young leaders to develop and implement projects that address local
issues by engaging in the study of history and the principles of equity
and community empowerment. 
The Federation of N.C. Historical Societies offers no-interest loans to
members of up to $15,000 for projects including publications and
special programs.

History Help

"Twenty Gillikins and Lawrences handle the surf boat," Gillikin Island, Onslow County,
c. 1939,  photograph by Charles A. Farrell, PhC.9.2.3.27. State Archives of N.C.

Max van Balgooy, president of the consulting firm Engaging Places and
author of the weblog by the same name, recently posted comments relating
to the American Association of State and Local History's Workforce Report:
In contrast to the handwringing evident in the report, van Balgooy argues
for a strategy, asserting that the field must redesign. He suggests three
structural moves with a Porter-style analysis: differentiate, consolidate, or
change the rules. [An excerpt from van Balgooy's blog post follows.]

Differentiate: Reduce substitutability. Competing on “we preserve
history” is not strategy. History organizations must focus a distinctive
value or benefit to the community that increases relevance and
reduces easy substitutions.
Consolidate: Reduce fragmentation. Shared services, regional
networks, mergers, pooled endowments, and coordinated
specialization can strengthen foundations and reduce duplication.
Change the rules: Rethink credentials and standards, reimagine the
9-to-5 office traditions, advocate for dedicated funding mechanisms
(such as local heritage districts), and reposition history organizations
as contributors to civic education or economic development.

The new Workforce Report should not be read as a crisis narrative. Nor
should it be treated as an isolated morale issue. Placed alongside the
Census and Salary Survey, it reveals a structurally constrained but mission-
rich sector. The question for leaders, trustees, educators, and funders is
not whether the data are surprising. The question is whether we are willing
to redesign the structural conditions under which history organizations
operate—or whether we will continue asking dedicated professionals to
carry structural strain indefinitely. The future of the field depends less on
passion—of which there is plenty—and more on strategy.
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